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CONSERVATION SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
------------------------------~· * * * * * * * • * • 
DISEASE THREATENS 
EXTERMINATION 
OF OAKS 
By M. A. E llerhoff 
S utH~rtnterulent of l <'or est ry 
A deadly tree disease, the poten-
tial destructive power of which 
could make our worst forest fires 
seem like backyard brush blazes, 
is ravaging woodlands throughout 
Iowa. 
Oak wilt, caused by fungus 
bearing the ominus sounding name 
Ohalara quercina, apparently at-
tacks all species of oaks, and 
some, such as the red oak, die 
within 30 to 60 days after symp-
toms are first noted. The stately 
white oak is more resistant but it, 
too, succumbs within a few years. 
The disease was found locally 
in the upper Mississippi Valley 
about 20 years ago, and it bas 
spread each year, slowly gaining 
momentum. I ts march in all di-
rections throughout the upper Mis-
sissippi Valley region is causing 
foresters and botanists great con-
cern. Its range now extends across 
southern Minnesota, southern Wis-
consin, eastward to northern I n-
diana and south to northern Mis-
souri. The disease bas crept into 
all parts of Iowa. 
In 1943, the Iowa State Consel-
vation Commission and the Iowa 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
inaugurated a program on oak wilt 
in order to study the disease. It 
was soon proved that the disease 
was caused by a fungus. This 
fungus was found in all par ts of 
infected trees except the acorn. 
As yet the exact method by 
which the fungus spreads under 
field conditions is not known. Al-
though the fungus readily pro-
duces spores in pure culture, they 
have not been observed in the field. 
It is known that any fresh wound 
in the bark will provide a point of 
entry for the fungus, but it is not 
known whether the fungus reaches 
the wound by means of wind-born 
spores, insects or other means. 
Continued on page 22 
reachers trained out-of-doors w ill ga in a feeling for conservation that c a nnot be secured 
from books a lone . A majority of the training school activit ies w ill be out·of·doors in 
Springbrook Sta te Park and v icinity. 
IOWA'S 1949 BEAVER SEASON 
By Glen C. Sander son 
G nme D lolog l:s t cember 1 to midnight December 7, 
with the following counties open 
In the past in Iowa, as in many to trapping: Allamakee, Clayton, 
other states, beaver suffered from Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson, Fre-
over-trapping to the point of ex- mont, Mills, Pottawattamie, Bar-
tinction. In recent years, however, rison, Monona, Crawford, Carroll, 
this valuable fur bearer bas "come Greene, Boone, Webster , Calhoun, 
back" under the cloak of com- Sac, Ida, Woodbury, Plymouth, 
plete protection and with the aid Cherokee, Buena Vista, Pocahon-
of a live-trapping and stocking tas, Humboldt, Kossuth, Palo Alto, 
program to the point where, be- Clay, O'Brien, Sioux, Lyon, Osce-
ginning in 1943, nuisance animals ola, Dickinson, and Emmet. 
had to be trapped under permit to The seven-day trapping season 
protect property. By 1949, beaver resulted in varying degrees of sue-
bad become sufficiently abundant cess. Because of the lack of op-
to cause the 53rd General Assemb- portunity, few trappers were ex-
ly to pass a law authorizing the perienced in trapping or pelting 
Conservation Commission to open beaver. This lack of experience 
a trapping season on this fur resulted in many high hopes and 
bearer. expectations being shattered when 
Thus, last fall there was an open the night's efforts produced only 
season on beaver in Iowa for the sprung traps or a beaver toe in-
first time in many decades. Dates stead of the animal itself. The 
s~t by the commission for the trap- ~ successful trappers soon learned 
pmg season were from noon De- Continued on pnge 23 
By George W. Worley 
E clu ca tio n Assistan t 
Imagine going to school in one 
of Iowa's most beautiful state 
parks. That's what a hundred 
Iowa teachers will do this sum-
mer. Their schoolground will be 
Springbrook State Park, one of 
central Iowa's favorite play-
grounds-the schoolhouse, God's 
great outdoors. Sounds good, does-
n't it? It is good--good for the 
teachers, good for your children, 
good for you. 
Teachers need to know much 
more about conservation than they 
can read in books, or see in pic-
tures. Learning to chop wood 
takes experience with axe and 
wood. Learning conservation well 
enough to teach it requires experi-
ence, too- experience with soil, 
water, plants, animals and miner-
als. Experience makes clear what 
words or pictures can never tell. 
The school which will provide 
teachers with needed experiences 
in conservation is Iowa's first 
Teacher's Conservation Camp. 
Regular college credit will be 
given, but this will be no ordinary 
college course. Most classes will 
be held out-of-doors. Why look at 
pictures on charts or blackboards 
when real, live, growing examples 
are only a few feet away? 
Three state agencies are the of-
ficial sponsors of the camp. Iowa 
State Teachers College, at Cedar 
Falls, will furnish most of the staff 
and conduct the camp. The Iowa 
State Department of Public In-
struction will assist with instruc-
tion, visual aids, etc. The State 
Conservation Commission is pro-
viding the buildings, utilities, and 
the park itself. 
There will be two three-week 
sessions of the school in 1950, June 
5 to June 24 and June 26 to July 15. 
Enrollment for each session will 
be limited to fifty teachers. Iowa 
elementary teachers are preferred. 
Tuition will cost teachers $15.00, 
meals $45.00 for the three-week 
course. Attendance will be limit-
Continued on page 22 
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THE ARMY SOUNDS 
RETREAT AT CURRENT RIVER 
IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 
(Editor's N ote: This is the second of a series relative to wildlife in early Iowa 
Additional excerpts from pioneer books, newspapers, and diaries will be 
printed in future issues ) 
BEASTS 
( From Galland's Iowa Emigrant, pub-
lished in 1840 and reprinted by the 
State Historical Society in 1949 ) 
The buffalo is found in abund-
ance on Red Pipe Stone, Jacques 
or James, St. Peters and Red riv-
ers; they continua lly recede before 
the white population, and are now 
only occas•onally found on the head 
waters of the river Des Moines and 
Lower Iowa. 
Elk are frequently found much 
nearer the white settlements, and, 
occasionally, even in the limits of 
the present settlements. 
Deer are not very abundant, be-
ing hunted out by the na tives; still, 
however , there are many hundreds 
of them ktlled yearly. 
Bears are scarce, but the In-
dians succeed every winter in ob-
taining more or less of these ani-
mals, a s appears from the skins 
which they bring to the traders. 
Raccoons are m g reat abund-
ance in every district of timbered 
country, and more especially along 
the water courses. They constitute 
the pork of the Indian. 
Squirrels. The common grey 
squirrels are found plentifully in 
the woods, with a few scattering 
fox squirrels, but no black ones, 
however, during fourteen years 
residence and rambling in that 
country, I have not seen one, neith-
er have I discovered the singular 
• • 
FISHING REGULATIONS FOR 1950-51 
phenomenon of migration and emi-
gration, profusion and scarcity, 
of these little animals, which are 
so remarkable in the early settle-
ment of the Ohio valley. 
The Panther is rarely seen in 
the country; their skins are to be 
found sometimes among the In-
dians, but I have not seen the 
animal alive in this country. Wild 
cats are more frequently seen, but 
they are not by any means numer-
ous. 
The Wolf. There are a few of 
the large black wolves, and some 
grey, but the most numerous of 
this class of ammals are the Prai-
ri e wolf, which is something above 
the size of the fox. These animals 
have not yet proved troublesome 
to any extent to the fa rmers; and 
probably never can, as the coun-
try is not adapted to their security, 
against the search of the hunter-
having to burrow in the earth, in 
certain elevations of the prairie, 
they are rapidly found and easily 
destroyed. Many of those ammals 
which have been so industriously 
des troyed for their skins, as the 
beaver, the otter, the musk-rat, 
the mink, etc., are becoming scarce; 
the beaver may be satd to be al-
most extinct, while but few of the 
otter remain. It is true that the 
musk-rat abounds in great plenty 
in some places, and they are said 
to be found in the greatest abund-
ance about the sources of the Rac-
coon river. 
Rabbits are found in the settled 
parts of the country; and rats are 
continually arrivmg, with almost 
every accession to our white popu-
lation, though it is clear that they 
a re not natives of the country. 
The oppossum, the pole-cat or 
skunk, the hedge-hog or porcupine, 
and the ground-hog, are severally 
to be found in this country. 
J '\'LA' I) WA'r E R 
OF 'l ' lli'; TA 'r E 
Kind of Fish • Open Season 
Daily 
Catch 
Limit 
Possession 
Limit• 
Minimum 
Length or 
'Wei~ht 
DOU DARY " \TE n S 
:'>IJssl!<slppi and Missouri Hi\ ers 
and inland waters of Lee County 
Hullheads, Sheepshead,~. Red H orse, 
Gar, Suckers, Gizzard o::.had, ;\foon-
eye, Goldeye, Carp, Buffalo, Quill-
back, Carpsuckers, Dogfish, Eel, 
Burbot, Chubs Continuous :>:one None .;S:..:a:.:n~d:..:::S+-l....:u::.:r::.g.::.e.::.o.;;.n _________ -7:-C on tin u o us:...· -- -----...,:N-;-o.:..l:..:.t .:..e---N one --~~~one~~s~~:..:n~·.::.e....:a::.:s~i::.n~la~n~d~\~v7a7te~r~s ---------------1 1b. same as inland waters. 
Catfish -except Bullh~>ad Apr. 15--Feb. 15 ~ 8 --~ --- --,N:..-:-o:..:.n_e--:C;::;'on tinuous open seaso n wllh no catch o r possession IiiTiTt: Trout-all species :\Ia\' 1-XoY. 30 s S ~~ a· m. to !J p.m. dally ~one Snme as inland waters. 
Minnows rontinuous ~one 
Closed in all state-owned 
None None Same as inland waters. 
lakes and trout streams 
Frogs-no exceptions -=--=--~----~'"'lay 12=-Nov. 30 1 2 12 ::-;rone Same as inland waters. ..:._~ ----------------\Valleye (Yellow Pil«• Perch) ___ ....;;,;: __ 
or Sauger ;\lay 15-Feb. 1;; s ___ S None Same as Inland waters except season May 1 to Feb. 15. 
Crappie rontinuous 15 Iii Xone Same as inland waters 
Perch :\I a y 1;; Feb. 15 1;; 1-::-;; -----:~;.;,· one::..._.....;,Sc:;a:..:.m:.:..:::.e...:a=s~ln::.l;..::a:.:n:..:d~w.:..·a=-te:.:r:..:s:_e_x_c-ep-,.-t _c_o_n....,.t..,..in_u_o_u_s_o_p_e_n_s_e-:-a_s_o_n-._-~~ 
\Vhi tc or Silver BasR l\lay 1:; Feb. 15 1;; 1-::-;; ____ ~N;..::on c Same as inland waters except con tinuous open season. 
Yellow Bass --------;-;\1a);y, Feb. 15 1;; l:i None Same as Inland waters except co ntinuous open season. 
!':'orthern Pik-~--- ------~:'<lay 15-Feb. 15 "--- " ~one Same as In land w aters except season May 1 to Feb. 15. 
Smallmouth Bass .Tune 1 -Feb. 15 5 --:":-----..:.10" Same as inland waters 
Lar ~em out h Bass .J un e 1· 11' e b. 15 r; ,, 1 0""" -----;S:.::a:.:m.:..:..::e....:a:::s:.....:.•:..:n .;la:::n:..:.d:;:-w:..:....:..:n7t.:..e r'-'s=-. ----------------
\\'armou~B-:is~ .June 1- J.'Pb. 15 1:i 1:; ~one Same as inland waters except continuous open season 
Sunfish .June 1-P•·b. 16 1:i --- 1;:; Xone Same as inland waters except continuous open season 
Hlueg!ll .June 1-Feb.J.r,- 1;; l.i,..--- None S:> m e as Inland waters except continuous open l'eason. __ 
Hock Bass .June 1-Feb. l!i Hi 1;;----~None Same as inland waters C>xcept continuous open season. 
-'--
nock Sturgeon-P addlefish Closed C'lost•d <'losed Closed Closed 
· ~otto exce<:d more than th1rty (30) fish 01 all kinds in the aggregate, except that this n~gregate posses:-·don limit shall not a pply to fish named in this 
table on which there ts no daily catch limit. " 'hero waters are located within the confin~>s of state, citv, municipal pa1·ks, etc, fishing will be permitted 
only when such areas are open to the public. · 
• •EXCEPTIONS: In Little Spirit Lal<e, Dickinson r.ounty; Iowa and Tuttle lakes, Emmet County; Hurt (Swag) Lake, Ko::;suth l'ounty, and Iowa 
[,aku, osceola County, the following exceptions apply: \\·AtJLEYJ<; PIK E, daily catch limit :.. poss<'ssion limit '., ~ORTIIER~ l'IKE. daily catch 
ltmit 3, possN;sion limit 3; SUNFISH and BLl'EGILL. open season May 1;}-Feb. 16, daily catch limit 15, po~se ion limit JO \YHITE or SILVt-.::R B.\SS, 
daily catch limit 15, possel-lslon limit 30; CA'.rFIHII, open season May lfi-Feb Hi, LAHnE:'.IOLTH anll S:'-1AT,Ll\10UTH BASS open season Jun£' 1-~ov 30, no mill imum length m· wei ~h t ~ PEHCH, continuous open season, dailv ( 'll ch 1 imi t J!i, pos!<Psslon lim! t 30; CRAPP 1 E:S, dally catch limIt 15, 
possesRion limit 30. · 
No fishing in any designated trout waters t>xccpt during open season for trout. 
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IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 
more of the birds will be located 
in a single county. 
A few years ago the geese were 
met by large numbers of illegal 
hunters. In recent times poaching 
has been almost completely elimi-
nated and, in place of sbotgunners, 
thousands of camera fans and 
other bird observers follow the 
flocks with a tenacity seldom ri-
valed by the earlier day pot bunt-
ers. 
A visit to the area is a never to 
be forgotten experience. Most of 
the concentrations are within short 
distances of all-weather roads. 
The Musgroves, writing in 
WATERFOWL IN IOWA, say: "One 
can observe them congregated in Blue and snow geese, numbering some half mill ion Individuals, stop on the Missouri River 
bottoms eac:h spring and grow fat on waste c:orn left by the mec:hanic:al c:ornplc:kers. tightly packed groups, watch them 
-
J im Sherma n Photo. as they take off to feed in the 
* * • * * 
SPRING GOOSE 
FLIGHT 
Probably one of the most spec-
tacular and certainly one of the 
noisiest of all bird concentrations 
is occurring along the Missouri 
river bottoms in southwest Iowa. 
This magnificent bird carnival is 
the annual spring flight of blue 
and snow geese enroute to their 
* * • * 
MAP SHOWING 
CONCENTRATION POINTS 
OF' BI.Ut 6 SNOW GEESE 
HeAvY 
CONCtNTIIATION 
I'OIHTS 
r o•utlt 
toHCtHllltATIOH 
POIHTS 
• 
* 
• 
* * * * 
Baffin Island nesting ground with 
the major stopover for refueling 
on Iowa's waste corn. 
• morning, and hear the clamor of 
their voices as they swirl and mill 
in the air, going to some nearby 
cornfield to feed on waste grain. 
Their feeding activities can be seen 
readily, as they swarm over the 
ground, literally piling over each 
other, working through the fields 
and cleaning up what remains of 
last year's crop. Temporarily satis-
fied, small groups return in a short 
time to the concentration, to be 
replaced by others, shuttling back 
and forth between resting and 
feeding grounds. Long lines and 
waving formations rise from the 
The first of the blue a nd snow 
geese begin to arrive in the Forney 
Lake area early in March, often 
before snow and ice have complete-
ly disappeared. They occasionally 
retreat south for a few days in the 
face of late storms, but reappear 
shortly. The concentration reach-
es a peak between the lOth and 
20th of March. Often 500,000 or 
* 
.. • • * 
EARLY RESERVATIONS 
FOR PARK FACILITIES 
I owans planning to use cabins 
or other facilities in any of the 
86 state parks or recreation 
grounds this year will do well to 
start early and make reservations 
if possible. Last season brought 
an all-time high mark of state 
park visitors. Wilbur A. Rush, 
Iowa park superintendent, believes 
that increased use of parks will 
continue and facilities will not be 
equal to the demands. 
In 1949, more than three and 
one-half million visitors made use 
of the state parks. This was an in-
crease of nearly one million over 
* • * * 
Page 19 
fiehls, small groups and individ-
uals, many with balls of black 
gumbo and weeds still clinging to 
their feet. 
"High in the sky overhead, at 
times barely distinguishable, will 
be seen traveling flocks, irregular 
V-formations, large V's breaking 
into smaller ones, all overlapping 
and stretching for miles. Some of 
the flights continue northward; 
others pass the concentration, then 
as if by some prearranged signal, 
break formation, swing and side-
slip or tumble like falling leaves, 
losing altitude rapidly, and alight 
with the resting flock." 
The clamoring of the geese may 
be beard for miles, and when 
closely approaching a large con-
centration, the observer's eyes are 
atuned to a boiler factory. Often-
times on foggy nights large flocks 
are attracted to the street lights 
of the river towns, the din making 
necessary blackouts to enable the 
residents to sleep. 
The migration through Iowa is 
usually leisurely, depending, how-
ever , on weather conditions. The 
flight normally lasts from three to 
four weeks with the last small 
groups leaving the state on their 
northward journey by the first of 
April. 
Iowans who wish to visit the 
Continued on page 24 
1948. For the first time in Iowa 
park history, parking and other 
facilities proved inadequate for 
Sunday and holiday crowds during 
summer months, with turn-away 
crowds common at several of the 
parks. One of the "overflow 
crowd" parks was Lake Macbride 
in Johnson County. This park with 
a large lake area gets a heavy play 
from Davenport and other eastern 
Iowa points. In an effort to take 
care of the heavy pressure, addi-
tional picnic and parking areas are 
being prepared for the 1950 sea-
son. Even so, park officials do not 
believe facilities will be adequate. 
Hence the warning "get an early 
start if you wish to go to a state 
park." - Davenport Times. 
* * * * * 
-
Iowans planning to use eablns or other spec:ial recreation fac:illties In the state paries this 
year will do well to make early reservations where possible. Jim Sherman Photo. 
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Lake Macbride, In J ohnson County, has proved to be one of the most popular of all the 
man·made lakes for both swimming and fishing . Jim She rma n Photo. 
* • * • • 
WILL EXPAND 
LAKE MACBRIDE 
By C. W. Daly 
Lake Macbride, the man-made 
resort pool in the state park of 
the same name near Iowa C1ty, is 
to be enlarged from the present 138 
acres to a pool area of 935 acres, 
and the acreage of the state park 
itself will also be greatly increased. 
The increase in the size of the 
park and lake will come about as 
the result of the building of the 
Coralv!lle dam and flood control 
r eservoir. 
Col. R. L. Dean, distnct engi-
neer of the Rock Island district, 
and his staff of Clocl{ Tower en-
gineers are working on plans for 
the rebuilding of the Lake Mac-
bride dam in close cooperation 
• • * • I feel with probably 25 feel as maxi-
mum. This depth will be increased 
by nearly 30 feet when the en-
larged lake is completed. The in-
crease in the lake area from 138 
acres to 935 acres will make it the 
largest artificial stale-owned lake 
in Iowa. 
There are 19 ex1slmg artificial 
stale-owned lakes in the state and 
only e1gbt of them, including Lake 
Macbride, exceed 100 acres in 
area. Lake Darling, now being 
buill in Washington County, will 
be the second largest with more 
than 400 acres of water 
The Coralville reservoir now be-
ing built by damming the Iowa 
nver mne miles above Iowa City 
will contain 1,820 acres and extend 
upstream past lbe mouth of Mill 
Creek approximately to the town 
of Curtis. 
Coralville project area. 
Il is proposed lo make the land 
federally acquired available to the 
state for enlarging the park. 1 
The enlarged lake will be main-
tained for use by lbe public as for-
merly and operated by the Iowa 
Stale Conservation Commission. 
Due lo the mcreased water level 
1l Will be necessary to move or re-
locate the present bathing beach 
and accompanying buildings to a 
pomt east of the present location. 
A new parking area nearby will be 
constru cted. The present bridge 
between the east and west sides 
of the park wlll be r emoved and 
entrance to the park facilities, in-
cluding the bathing beach, will be 
from the north via a new road. 
Work on the park project is stlll 
10 the planning stage, and close 
cooperation is being maintained 
between the Iowa State Conserva-
tion Commission and the corps of 
1 engmeers m makmg plans for the 
enlarged park and facilities. The 
park wlll be in operation this com-
ing season as usual. 
Il is not contemplated that the 
park will be tal<en completely out 
of operation at any time during 
the reconstrucllon The Coral-
ville dam on the Iowa River w11l 
not be completed for at least two 
years, and it is expected the con-
struction work necessary for Lal<e 
Macbride State Park will be com-
pleted by the lime the big flood 
control reservoir is filled, probably 
ID 1953. 
Enlarged Lake Macbride w1ll 
extend two miles farther up Mill 
Creek than al present with the 
new shoreline only one mile from 
the town of Solon.-Davenport 
Democrat. 
THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW 
The beaver's eyes, located at the 
top of his head and slightly tilled 
upward, are l<epl free of the body's 
wash during swimming. 
with the Iowa State Conservation The corps of engineers will ac- A mole can move an object 32 
Commission, which operates the quire necessary land around por- limes its own we1ght. 
state park system. tions of the present Lake Mac-
Lake Macbride was created by bnde under the same authority The wboopmg crane stands 
a dam located near lbe mouth of for acquiring other lands in the about five feel high. 
Mill Creek, about 800 feet up- ~ • * • * • 
stream from the Iowa R1ver. I t 
was developed by the Iowa State 
Conservation Commission, with 
the aid of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps in conjunction with the 
National Park Service of the De-
partment of the Interior. 
The mouth of Mill Creek being 
just above the site of the Coral-
ville dam, a vast overflow will re-
sult from the flood control project, 
and thal is what brings the Rock 
Island district engineers into the 
picture. 
The present Lake Macbride 
water surface is maintained at an 
elevation of 683.3 feet above sea 
le\- el. It is planned to raise and 
enlarge the present Mill Creek dam 
sufficiently to raise the lake level 
to 712 feet, the elevation of the 
proposed spillway crest of the dam. 
The present depth of water in Lake Macbride, now cont illnlng 138 acres of wate r, will be a pool of more than 900 acres 
Lake Macbride averages about 20 as a result of the construct ion of Coralville Dam. Jim Sherman Photo. 
ltlaJtd.mL ].a.lflA. 
Shop Talk From the Field 
Harold Brucklacher, officer 10 
charge of Lyon and Osceola coun-
ties, writes: 
"The story 'Game Warden Sees 
Bucks Battle to Death' in the 
January CO"\;SERV \TIOXIST was a 
good story, but it 'ain't the way I 
heerd it' and, like the report of 
Mark Twam's death, was slightly 
exaggerated. I didn't witness the 
deer battling, as the story said. 
These are the facts stripped of fic-
tion: 
"My wife r eceived a call from a 
farmer about four o'clock in the 
afternoon advising that two buck 
deer bad got mto a fight, locked 
antlers, and stumbled or fell into 
the Big Sioux and drowned them-
selves. It was quite late when I 
got in, so the next morning about 
daylight Ralph Lemke and I went 
up. Due to the high bills on 
the Iowa side, we crossed over to 
the Dakota s1de and received per-
mission to go through a farmer's 
field to the nver. We had visions 
of getting some unusual pictures 
of these deer with their antlers 
locked, lying in the river, so we 
were well armed with cameras. We 
met with disappointment, however, 
as someone bad pulled the deer 
onto the bank and had done an ex-
cellent JOb of cutting off their 
heads and necks, apparently for 
trophies. They were big deer. The 
two, minus their beads and necks, 
before skinmng and dressing 
weighed a tolal of 530 pounds. We 
haven't located the trophies, but 
the deer were dressed and given 
to the county borne. 
"I write not to spoil the earher 
story, but just to keep the record 
straight." 
Dwight Morse, conservation offi-
cer in Dickmson County, w rites: 
"A situation that I am sure most 
of the fellows run into occasionally 
occurred up here last fall JUSt 
prior to the pheasant season. I 
noticed a car parked on a seldom 
used grass road in the vicinity 
of one of my largest pheasant con-
centrations, and I decided to check 
a nd find out what was up. As I 
bounced down the rough grass 
road, the suspicious car took off 
with a flying start. I stopped it 
with the aid of my siren before it 
reached the end of the road, bow-
ever, and when I went over to the 
: ar and introduced myself and ex-
plained my business, there were 
two very red-faced occupants, male 
and female. The only comment 
either made was by the man, 'This 
is my wife.' I decided that Cupid 
was at work here and not Diana, 
and I went on about my business, 
quite sure there bad been no vio-
lation of the conservation laws." 
Floyd Morley, conservation offi-
cer in charge of Worth and Winne-
bago counties, writes: 
Continued on pa~e 24 
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of I owa. More time was required 
to bag a bird in the central part 
of the state than elsewhere. Only 
30 per cent of the hunters were 
more than 25 miles from their 
homes, indicating that most of the 
hunting was done locally. 
The bunters interviewed bagged 
a total of 2538 birds, or an average 
of 1.8 birds per hunter. Men using 
hunting dogs were much more suc-
cessful than those not using them . 
The average for those using dogs 
was 2.03 birds per day as compared 
to .66 birds for those hunting with-
out dogs. About 75 per cent of the 
Iowa quail hunters contacted were 
using dogs last fall. 
It took slightly less time for the 
local hunter s to find a covey of 
Page 21 
quail, but surprisingly enough, the One of the f ew impossible th ings to do these da ys is t o keep a good fis hing hole secret . 
Post -season surveys Indicate quail popula· 
tions we re not greatly red uced by the 1949 
hunting season. Jim She rma n Photo. 
non-local hunters bagged more Jim Sherma n Photo. 
quail per covey than the residents. * 
* * • * • • • • * * 
• * * 
THE 1949 lOW A 
QUAIL SEASON 
* i~er~e:a~ ~~e a;:~~cfe~to~u~~~:; WE'RE 'ALL WET' TO HIDE OUR TROUT FISHING 
B y E lden S tempel 
and Everett Speal{er 
Each year a representative 
group of hunters are interviewed 
by the conservation officers to de-
termine the success of the hunting 
season. This year over 1400 quail 
hunters were contacted in the 51 
counties opened lo shooting. These 
interviews have been analyzed and 
some of the highlights are p re-
sented here for our readers. 
The 1949 bobwhite quail season 
was opened from November 1 to 
November 15 in the 38 counties 
comprising the major quail range, 
and from November 1 to Novem-
ber 15 in the 13 counties of 
less dense populations. Surveys 
last fall indicated a slight decrease 
in the total number of quail, and 
the bag and possession limit was 
reduced from eight to six birds. 
The best hunting success was re-
ported from the southeast section 
parties, and slightly over 3 men to 
the party of non-local hunters. 
The greatest period of hunting 
activity took place between No-
vember 16 and November 30. Dur-
ing the first two weeks of the sea-
son it required more time to locate 
the coveys than it did in the bal-
ance of the season. In the last 
two weeks, however, it took longer 
to bag the birds even though they 
were more easily located. An aver-
age of 2.8 birds were bagged from 
each covey flushed during the sea-
son of 1949 as compared to 3 birds 
in 1948 and 3.3 birds in 1947. 
Hunters using dogs required an 
average of only 2 hours to flush a 
covey of quail, while those not us-
ing dogs required 3.82 hours per 
covey, or n~arly twice as long. 
F rom the data at hand it might 
be said there was a decrease of 
about 18 per cent in hunting suc-
cess from the 1948 season. It re-
quired the average hunter nearly 
16 per cent more time to bag a 
bird this year than it did last year. 
Hunting conditions throughout 
Local fishermen who think they 
can keep Winnesbiek County's 
trout fishing a secret are all wrong. 
Their angle is that we shouldn't 
tell "strangers" about our fishing. 
We shouldn't advertise it. Keep 
it all to ourselves. 
It's like locking the barn door 
after the horse has crossed the 
next cotmty. One of the few im-
possible things to do these days 
is to keep a good fishing hole 
secret. Every summer a few dozen 
giant trout are taken from our 
streams and it's impossible to keep 
It quiet. The fisherman who caught 
the beauty is so anxious to show 
him off he can hardly wait to get 
back to town. From then on the 
news travels like a prairie fire in 
a high wind. 
\V e are fortunate in having small 
creeks and springs of the right 
most of the season were not par -
ticularly good, and much of the 
season was war m and dry, which 
made it hard for dogs to work 
* * * * * * * * 
• well. 
Men using d ogs we re much more successful quail hunters t han the dog less hunt er, a ve raging 
2 .03 birds per d ay as compa red t o .66 b irds fo r t hose hunting with dogs. Jim She rma n 
Photo. 
Post-season surveys indicate the 
quail population over the range 
was not greatly reduced, and there 
seem to be ample birds left in the 
coverts for the spring breeding 
season. Winter checks are being 
made at this time, and a whistle 
count will be taken during the mid-
3ummer to further determine the 
quail population. Winter checks 
are made to determine the losses 
sustained, and are made after the 
last late winter or early spring 
snows. Surveys are also made 
during the breeding season, fol-
lowed by observations throughout 
the summer to ascertain the SIZe of 
broods and relative abundance of 
the birds. Fall flush counts are 
made in the covey ranges to de-
termine the number of ranges oc-
cupied by coveys and to ascertain 
the number of birds in the covey. 
From these and other data the 
Commission is able to more intelli-
gently manage the crop in such a 
manner as to insure the perpetua-
tion of the birds and still permit 
the hunters to harvest the surplus. 
temperature to maintain trout. It 
is for this reason alone that the 
Conservation Commission keeps 
planting trout in Winneshiek 
County. It isn't because we have 
the best fishermen or because we 
don't beat our wives. We have no 
business being selfish with our 
trout or our streams. 
It's probably true there is a limit 
to a .fishing pressure our county 
can stand. The streams are small, 
most of them are short, and stock-
ing operations can hardly keep up 
with the catch. That is why the 
streams are stocked, though. And 
that is why fishermen from Des 
Moines, Sioux City, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota flock to Decorah on 
May 1 each year. 
Since we can't keep the good 
news to ourselves, the next best 
thing for Decorah to do is make 
the "invaders" welcome. The 
Junior Chamber has undertaken 
that project for 1950. They are 
going to do their best to see 
that early bird fishermen are 
taken care of this year. But the 
Junior Chamber men had to drop 
their national advertising program 
like a hot potato when they ran 
into opposition from local fisher-
men. 
If we want to get riled up about 
something we should use our ener-
gy where it will do some good. The 
general deterioration o f o u r 
streams is a problem that should 
worry every one of us. Plenty of 
streams that were in ideal shape 
20 years ago are now unfit even 
for sucker fishing. If we want to 
hoJler about something, let's holler 
about this. 
The problem is not how to keep 
fishermen out. It's how to im-
prove our streams to support more 
fish and more fishermen.- D ecorah 
Journal. 
Tue egret. once nearly extermi-
nated by the feather hunters, i~ 
uec<.mung common agdin in late 
::.ummer and early fall. 
Recreation is a form of relief-just 
as e~sen tial as food.- Howard 
Braucher. 
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School • • • 
Continued from page 17 
ed to one session in order to serve 
more teachers. 
Teachers who attend the camp 
will have fun as well as work. 
They may swim, row and fish in 
~he beautiful 27-acre lake. There 
lS a_ sand beach, bat hhouse, con-
cessiOn, and lifeguard. 
Students of bird life will see 
and hear birds to their heart's 
c~ntent. Early morning bird hikes 
will be part of the trainmg course. 
In the park are woods, grass, 
water, marsh, streamside and road-
side habitats where teachers may 
study a wide variety of living 
things. 
Those who prefer cool, quiet, 
shaded trails and dells to the noise 
and bright sun of the beach will 
find their choice at Springbrook. 
Easy t rails are near at band for 
the "walker." The "hiker" will 
find a challenge in more distant 
undisturbed areas of the mile-
square park. 
. Cool, comfortable sleeping cab-
ms offer rest for tired muscles. 
Modern facilities, including hot and 
cold showers, will add to comfort. 
I n the large central dining ball, 
"JOE BEAVER" 
• 
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Dise ase . . . 
Continut'd from pnge 17 
Accidental transmission has 
been observed when diseased trees 
touched healthy ones during felling 
and removal operations. Most of 
the over-wintering in live trees 
probably occurs in white and bur 
oak, since red oak is destroyed 
generally witbm 30 to 60 days after 
the appearance of initial symp-
toms. 
Although studies and control 
work are being carried on by Iowa 
and other states, and by the Bu-
reau of Plant Industry, Soils, and 
Agricultural Engineering of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
much more research and field work 
must be done if the disease is to 
be checked. 
Oak wilt is no longer a local 
matter and is found in all of the 
middle western oak timberlands. 
The 84 species of oaks, numerical-
ly and in terms of economics, are 
* America's most Important bard-
teachers will find plenty of good wood trees. They comprise from 
food from Iowa farms, prepared 50 lo 90 per cent of the timber 
by skillful, experienced cooks. stands in the middle western 
Large recreation hall and assemb- slates, and their loss would put 
ly rooms will be used for study, in- an end to thriving lumber indus-
door laboratory work, movies, h- tries in many areas. 
brary, recreation, etc. If the oaks go, building costs 
Learning should be fun at the will go up, towns will be shadeless, 
conservation camp. Pleasant sur- and watersheds will be denuded. 
roundings are only part of the Acorns are staples in the diet of 
story The staff will be trained mo~t wildlife, and deer, bear, 
and expenenced in outdoor edu- squirrels and wild turkeys could 
cation and teaching methods. The not survive in many places with-
latest and best visual aids to teach- out them. 
ing will be used and demonstrated. This matter is not local by any 
There will be a reference library means and is the grave concern 
on conservation and nature. Spe- of every man, woman and child in 
cialisls m methods of teaching will the United States, and it calls for 
point out exactly how teachers prompt and vigorous congressional 
may use their new knowledge in action. The time lo stop the oak 
their own schools. When desirable wilt is now. 
busses will take teachers awa; Our oaks must not go the way 
from the park to study good and o~ the 
1 
chestnut or the passenger 
poor use of natural resources. ptgeon · 
TIN CAN MEN 
Many years ago an Iowa boy ran 
away from his Iowa home. He 
was found in the Indian country of 
the Southwest where he is now 
acclaimed one of the finest photo-
graphers of Indian life of this 
country From him, Harold E Kel-
logg, comes the description of a 
San lldefonse Pueblo dance which 
has distinct bearing upon our 
tdeas of conservation in state or 
other park areas. 
These Pueblo Indians have a 
dance known as the Tin Can Man's 
dance. In it, every brave wears 
Indian costume except for one arti-
cle from the White Man's clothing. 
Thus, one may appear dressed in 
breech cloth, beads, moccasins, and 
a top hat. Another may wear 
breech cloth, moccasins and sus-
penders, etc 
The Indians enter the plaza mak-
ing great noise, for that is the 
manner of the Tin Can Men. 
They pantomime the building of 
a fire, a fire too large for comfort. 
Then they pantomime the White 
Man's picnic, gorging themselves 
and drinking, emptying boxes, tin 
cans, bottles and strewing them 
over the landscape. They also 
lear up newspapers and leave them 
scattered about. When they get 
through with the feast, they leave, 
making a great deal of noise as 
they do so. The fire is not put out, 
either, for again that is the way 
they have seen the Tin Can Men 
do. 
Are we willing that this should 
be a picture of ourselves? The 
care of garbage, refuse and our 
attitudes around our state parks 
will help to determine the answer . 
Pike's Peak Nature Notes, by 
H. c. B?'OWIL 
Mr. G. W. Mouser , I owa State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls will 
di:ect the camp. Assisting' him 
will be Dr. Dorothy Miller, also of 
Cedar Falls. Mtss Ivah Green 
slate supervisor of rural educa~ 
lion, and Miss Pauline Sauer , of 
Cedar Falls, will complete the per-
manent staff. Specialists in all 
phases of conservation and edu-
* • * • · ----------------
cation will appear as guest in-
structors. 
All proud Iowans should thrill 
~o this fact: at last we are going 
mto the fields, woods and waters 
to train teachers of conservation 
Teachers trained out-of-doors will 
never be content to teach conser-
vation from books alone. They 
wtll give pupils experience along 
with advice. Our boys and girls 
will profit from this. They will 
be better prepared to use Iowa's 
resources wisely and well. 
. There are more known species of 
msccts than there are of all other 
animals and all plants put together. 
Deer often starve to death rather 
than move far from protection of a 
I woods. 
\-• .. 
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Oa k wi lt has killed thousal'ds of valua ble trees, with re moval of diseased trees a nec:essity 
to preve nt contaminat ion of hea lthy Ind ivid uals. J im She rman Phot o. 
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Beaver . . . 
Continued ! rom page 17 
that a beaver is one of the most 
difficult of all fur bearers to skin. 
This difficulty, plus the lack of ex-
perience on the part of t rappers 
in handling beaver, caused many 
pelts to be poorly prepared. 
It is important that we have an 
accurate picture of the size and 
location of the harvest, especially 
this first year of an open trapping 
season in many years. In order to 
obtain as much information as pos-
sible, all fur buyers were asked to 
fill out a special beaver report 
form. These short forms asked the 
buyers to report the size (large, 
medium or small) and number of 
beaver pelts bought each day and 
the county in which the pelts were 
trapped. These reports were sup-
posed to include only pelts bought 
from trappers and taken in the 
counties open to beaver trapping. 
No doubt the reports contain a few 
duplications and include a few 
beaver trapped under permits, but 
most of these were successfully 
screened out. 
Reports to date a re still incom-
plete, but they are available from 
151 (53 per cent) of the approxi-
* • • • • 
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mateiy 285 fur buyers in the state. 
Replies have been received from 
74 per cent of the buyers in the 
counties open to beaver trapping; 
therefore, most of the buyers who 
pur chased beaver pelts have prob-
ably returned their reports. In 
addition to written reports re-
ceived, 50 fur buyers in 23 I owa 
counties, and one Wisconsin buyer 
who purchased Iowa pelts, were 
contacted personally for informa-
tion concerning the beaver harvest. 
So far , more than 2,100 pelts 
have been reported for the entire 
state, an average of 65 per county 
open to beaver trapping. The re-
ported harvest averaged 136 per 
county in the five Missouri River 
counties in northwestern Iowa, 77 
per county in the five northeastern 
counties, 58 per county in the four 
southwestern counties bordering 
on the Missouri River, and 27 per * 
county in the 19 inland counties 
streams have bec:ome c:ommon during the past few 
years. Don L. Be rry Photo. 
• • • • •.------------------------------
There are slight variations in 
the size classifications used by 
buyers, but one used by many 
buyers is shown in Table III. To 
determine the size of a beaver pelt, 
the measurements are taken after 
the pelt bas been stretched. The 
size is then given as a single figure, 
the sum of the width and the 
length of the pelts. 
were taken in approximately equal 
numbers throughout the state. 
in northwestern Iowa. The harvest 
reported per county ranged f rom 
2 for Carroll County to 268 for 
Woodbury County. The reported 
harvest for each county is shown in 
Table II. These figur es do not 
represent the exact harvest in 
.each county, but they are accurate 
enough to indicate trends. 
• • • • • Although many trappers and 
buyers reported that most of the 
animals taken were small, the data 
do not confirm their reports. 
Large, medium, and small animals 
* * * * 
In many cases, the trappers were 
sadly disappointed to find that they 
received only $1.00 to $21.00 for 
t heir beaver pelts. The state-wide 
average for all pelts was approxi-
mately $10.50. Table I shows that 
the 1949 average value is only 
slighlly lower than it was the pre-
vious year, but considerably lower 
than it was two years ago. Twenty-
one buyers in northeastern, and 13 
fur buyers in western I owa were 
Continued on page 24 
* * * * * TADl·E I 
Illaxim u m, minimum a nd average value received by trappers for beaver 
pelts of three size classes in northeastern a nd w estern I ow a in 1949, and 
the aver age value receh·ed f r om 1943-44 t o 1949. 
-------------------------
Pt> It S i7.e 
Large (55 inches and larger) .. Range : 
Average: 
:\Iedium (4 5-55 inches ) ........ Range: 
AYer age: 
Small (45 inches and smaller) .. Range· 
AYerage 
Northeas tern 
$10.00-$20.00 
15.00 
3 00- 14.00 
8.00 
1 50- 10.00 
5.00 
'Vest ern 
$10.00-$21.00 
17.5 0 
5.00- 15.00 
9.50 
1.00- 7.00 
3. 75 
Sta t e A vern gc for All Pelts 1 
1943-142 ........ ............ $ 24.00 19 17-48 .................. $32.23 
1944-45 ..................... 22.50 1948-19 . . . . . .............. 13.87 
1945 -46 ......... ........... 35.73 1949 ....................... 10.50 
1946-47 ..................... 18.2 4 
tAs reported by fur bu yer s. 
2From 1!143-44 to 1948-49 inclusive 
p ermits. 
all beaver were taken under s p ecia l 
* * * * * * * * * * TABLE II 
Number of non-permit beaver trappers p er cou nty during the 1949 open 
10eason. 
C ounty Number 
\V oodbury ....... .. .... .. 268 
Monona .................. 133 
Jackson ................. 128 
Sioux ....... . ..... ... .... 127 
Plymouth ................ 125 
IIarri son ................ 108 
Fremont ................ 107 
Potta wattamie ........... 104 
Allamakee .............. 75 
Boone .................. 74 
nubuque ................ 72 
Del a ware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 
sac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 
Cherokee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 9 
Crawford .. . ............. 46 
Dickinson .... . .......... 46 
Clay ..................... 43 (38) 
Humboldt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 2 
:\Iills .................... 37 
1 1sceola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
County Number 
L yon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 
Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
Clayton ................. 22 
Buena Vista . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Ko!:lsuth ................. 20 
Palo Alto ................ 20 
Emmet .................. 17 
O'Brien .................. 17 
Cnlhoun ................. 16 
Webster ......... ........ 12 (93) 
Pocahontas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
lela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Carroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Linn 2 ••••••••••••••• •• ••• 
Polk2 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Pa gf'\ 2 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 
Cass2 •••••••••• ••• ••••••• 
Cllnton 2 ••••••• ••• ••••••• 
GRAXD TOTAL .... 2,142 
(34) 
(17) 
{12) 
( 7) 
( 1) 
------------------------------------------
•Xumhers in parentheses indicate pelts bought by a fur buyer who did 
not report the county in which the pelts were taken. 
-County not open to beaver trapping. 
• * * * * * * • • * * 
TADLio; III 
One method used tc classify beaver pelts. 
Sum of width nod 
Size Class length in Inches 
Blanket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 & over 
l<]xtra large . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60-65 
Large . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 55-60 
Large medium ................................. 50-55 
Some unusually large beaver were taken during Iowa's open beaver season. Tbls one 
w eighs almost 70 pounds. 
Medium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 45-50 
Small ....... ..........•.. .. .................... 40-45 
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DUCKS GO HUNGRY WHERE CARP 
ARE ABUNDANT 
Strange as it seems, carp and~~ 
ducks are competitors. Carp-a 
vegetable-eating fish and ducks "God bas lent us the earth 
both eat the same aquattc plants, for our life. It is a great en-
states the U S. Fish and Wildlife lail It belongs as much to 
Service "'here carp exist in those who are to come after 
large numbers, plant food suitable us as to us and we have no 
for ducks and geese may be en- right by anything we do or I tirely destroyed neglect, to involve them in 
. any unnecessary penalties, 
In certam areas of the West or to deprive them of tb 
and .Middle West, especially on benefit which was in ou~ 
w1ldhfe refuges, large scale carp power to bequeatb."-R1tSkm 
removal programs have been nec-
THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW 
With the advent of contour farming , a new fencing problem arose. It is b elieved that 
the answer to the problem is multiflora rose. S. C. S. Photo. 
essary if quantities of duck and 
~eese food were to be retained. I 
In one marsh in Obto, all carp and 
other fish were killed by the fish 
poison "rotenone." After thou-
sands of pounds of dead fish were 
cleaned out and removed, the wat-
ers were restocked with game fish. 
Within a short time, wild celery 
and submergent vegetation suit-
able for waterfowl began to grow 
agam. 
Ants are thrifty msects They 
actually grow mushrooms which 
they use for food. They raise plant 
lice, from which they obtam a 
sweet juice. 
* * • * 
• .. 
THREE MILES OF MULTIFLORA ROSE FOR CLARKE COUNTY 
More than three miles of multi-
flora rose fence will be planted m 
Clarke County this spring under 
agreements already signed with 
farmers of the county cooperating 
with the Izaak Walton League and 
the soil conservation district. 
A total of 17,470 rose plants and 
2,100 other trees and shrubs are 
included in the orders from 12 soil 
district cooperators and four other 
farmers sent to the State Conser-
vation Commission 
The plants will be sent out from 
the state nursery as soon as weath-
er is suitable for planting this 
spring. The planting w1ll be made 
under the supervision of the soil 
district and Waltonians. 
the old hedgerow bas been a source 
of regret. for It was the Osage On one wildlife refuge a r ecent-
orange that brought the quail to ly planted 10-acre patch o~ chufa 
Iowa Early pioneer records show I CtJperus esculeutus), an Import-
that there \Vere few quall here 1 ant waterfowl food plant, was com-
when they arrived and that the pletely destroyed by carp. The 
birds multiplied in direct propor- carp not o~y devour entire plan~s, 
tion to the growth and use of but by their botlom-feedmg babtts 
hedge. It is now believed that 1<eep the water too turbid to per-
the rose offers an even beller m1l seed germination lo re-estab-
wildlife habitat than the old hedge !ish new plant growths. Other 
osceola Scntwcl. plants, besides cbufa, which are 
important duck and geese foods 
Beaver • • • 
Continued from page 23 
asked what they were paying for 
beaver pelts; the results of their 
answers are shown in Table I. 
These figures are for an undam-
aged pelt handled as most trappers 
handled them. 
and which suffer from carp depre-
dations are the sago pondweeds-
bearing s tarchy tubers and wild 
celery, wild rice, bulrush, spike, 
rush, etc. 
A hawk soanng high in the air 
bas such unusual sight that it can 
detect a mouse moving through 
the grass far below. 
Wardens Tales • • • 
Continued from page 20 
"A couple of years ago the depu-
ty auditor in Worth County bad 
just paid out bounty on over 200 
crow feet to a man who, although 
he did not live in the county, bad 
made an affidavit that the crows 
had been killed locally. There was 
nothing for the auditor to do but 
pay the bounty However, be 
thought it unusual, Worth County 
being among the very last up here 
to pay bounties on crows. Within 
a few minutes another stranger 
came in wilh six foxes. He also 
made out the affidavit and signed 
it 'Daniel Boone.' That, of course, 
did the job, and the auditor, who 
had seen the man get out of his 
ca r, called the deputy sheriff to 
check the regtstration card. It 
read 'Damel Boone, Osage, Iowa.' " 
The multiflora rose is a substi-
tute for the old Osage orange 
hedge that is rapidly disappearing 
from the scene in this part of 
Iowa. The modern bulldozer bas 
made the removal of the old hedge 
easy, and mile after m1le bas been 
pushed out until it 1s expected that 
soon the familiar hedge row will 
be a 1arity. 
The hedge that served its time in 
the days before the invention of 
the barbed wire fence had many 
disadvantages. It grew to tre-
mendous heights and sapped a wide 
band of land on either side. A 
large amount of mamtenance was 
required to keep the hedge dense 
enough to turn livestock. 
Thus, we find that the bea"er, 
an animal usually associated with 
pnmitive forest conditions, has 
netted trappers in this intensively 
farmed state more than $22,000 in 
1949. The future of the beaver m 
Iowa appears to be uncertain. On 
the one band, he sometimes causes 
damage by cutting trees, flooding 
land, eating crops, and plugging 
tiles; while on the other hand, his 
dams help to maintain water levels. I 
especially dunng years of low 
rainfall, his fur is valuable to the 
trapper, his dams and lodges are 
points of interest, and h1s mere 
presence on a stream stirs the 
pwneer feeling in many people. 
One thing is certain, so long as 
he remains in I owa, the beaver will 
create much interest and precipi-
tate many discussions. 
This constant movement of the 
carp, while grubbing out plants 
on the bottom, places sill over the 
eggs of desirable fish, prevent-
mg their hatching. When carp 
adversely affect the g rowth of 
plants, they also prevent the 
g rowth of numerous forms of small 
mvertebrate life such as the 
freshwater shrimp whtch a re de-
pendent upon the plants for their chain for game fish. Their loss is 
existence. These little animals I usually simultaneous with the loss 
a t·e an important link in the food of aquatic plants. 
With the advent of farming on 
the contour, a new fencing prob-
lem arose. A crooked wire fence 
is most difficult to keep stretched. 
The rose is believed to be the 
answer to the problem. It grows 
only about eight feel high and does 
not sap the ground. It makes an 
extremely dense growth so that 
weeds cannot flourish under it. 
It does not spread either by roots 
or seed. Its blooms in the spring 
and bright seed hips in the fall 
make it most attractive. It is 
said that not even a clog can get 
through a flourishing h(>dge of rose 
To the sportsman. especially the 
quail enthusiast, the passing of 
Spring Goose • • • 
Contlnut·d from page 19 
goose fhghl may obtain informa-
tion regardmg the flights and the 
location of concentrations by writ-
mg the Stale Conservation Com-
missiOn or the city desk of the 
Council Bluffs Non-pareil, who are 
supplied w1lh a day-to-day log 
of the flight's progress. 
* • • • * * * 
• 
I' 
Carp not only eat ducks out of house and home, but upse t their own habitat and freeze 
out during the winter. 
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